MOULTON PARISH COUNCIL – REPORT - YEAR ENDING 31/3/2017
Clerk – Mrs Lorraine Stone – contact moultonpc@gmail.com


The Parish Council held eight formal meetings and villagers are encouraged to attend and will be warmly welcomed.  In addition, councillors attended District Council Forums & Committees, Suffolk Association of Local Council meetings and have been briefed on a variety of local concerns and wider issues including planning and infrastructure, highways, education, transport, health and community welfare. At these meetings it is our aim to voice the opinions, concerns and aspirations of the local community.  The Council is democratically elected and councillors are now half way through their 4 year term; elections will next be held in May 2019.  A section of the Moulton website, http://moulton.onesuffolk.net  is dedicated to the Council, where agendas, copies of the previous minutes, accounts etc. are published.  This is updated by Elissa and Mike Rampling using the One Suffolk design package.   Agendas are posted on notice boards and Moulton Matters publishes reports.  The Council is grateful to Jill Goodwin and Elissa Rampling for editing this excellent newsletter.  Articles and photos are always welcome. 
POLICING – following cutbacks the level of community policing Moulton previously enjoyed has now ceased. The Constabulary have undertaken speed detection radar (SDR) checks at various locations within the parish, and as a result enforcement is now being carried out on the Newmarket Road and the B1085, as well as on the B1506 Bury Road, near Farriers Grange.
The Community Speed Watch team, co-ordinated by Tim James, continues with regular checks, but more volunteers are always welcome.  A vehicle activated sign (VAS) has now been purchased and this is shared with Gazeley.  It was located on the Newmarket Road for some time and the speed data re-enforced views that a significant number of cars are driving at excessive speed in the village, including many at over 60 mph. Further sites have been chosen for the VAS, and it is hoped that the sign and checks by the Police and Speed Watch team will help to reduce speeding.
PLANNING MATTERS – over 34 applications were scrutinised, and comments passed to the Planning Authority.  The Council conducts a balanced debate before reaching decisions and where necessary will take a vote on particular decisions.  Unfortunately the local view is not always supported by the planning team and in many cases the District Council will take a contrary view to that put forward by the Parish Council.  The Chairman, representing Moulton and 15 rural parishes within the District have joined Lord Derby in challenging the Secretary of State’s decision to block the building of 400 homes at Hatchfield Farm, Newmarket.  If they are not built here where the infrastructure is in place, these additional homes will be forced into our rural villages and the Council will need to maintain pressure on the Planners to ensure that the required homes are built in sustainable locations, if not these projects will impact on the future of our community.   There are proposals to build at least 500 homes in Kennett, and this would result in a significant increase in traffic.  The Planning Authorities have been urged to reject these plans until the delivery of a link road between the A11 and A14 can be guaranteed.
The Council has also responded to the latest consultation on FHDC’s Local Plan and has recommended that the 3 market towns should absorb a higher level of growth than currently proposed.
Farriers Grange is now in the final stages of development, along with Lambert Grove. Following a residents meeting in May, the Council had high hopes that the newly elected District and County Council representatives would succeed in resolving the planning obligations which had plagued the development since some of the residents moved in 5 years ago.  Long standing concerns include the failure to  provide a lit woodland walkway, cycleways and footpaths, the need to maintain the verge along Jeddah Way, provide traffic calming measures (a condition of the recent planning consent for 4 additional homes) and address the parking issues.  In addition maintenance of the concrete road from the B1085, including installation of bollards, replacing the old lighting columns and a pedestrian access from Lambert Grove to encourage connectivity of developments are still awaited.

HIGHWAY MATTERS – the resurfacing of the B1085 to include re-shaping, to disperse surface water was completed at the end of 2016.  Whilst this was welcomed by residents, it is regretted that the drains along the Chippenham Road were not fitted flush to the road surface.  Rain does not drain away and there is still ponding along this stretch of road which is a busy walk to school route. There are plans to try to improve the flow of traffic outside the PO Stores, by deterring parking adjacent to Mayes Meadow and Park Close with the installation of road markings.
The long awaited footpath outside the School gate will take place soon.  An additional sum of money from recent developments in the parish will enable further schemes for improvements/installation of bus shelters to be considered.

FLASH FLOODING in June caused much concern and damage to properties and the roads.  After exceptional rainfall surface water came down Cheveley Road and the adjoining field, and washed through the properties on Dalham Road into St Peters Avenue and Close, and towards the river via Church Road.  Following the initial attendance by the Fire Brigade, volunteers, the local land owner, and the Parish Council did what they could to help distressed residents and clear up the mud and debris.  Finally after many days the County Council engineers attended to continue to clear, and re-clean the affected streets.  St Peters Avenue has been badly damaged and some of the most badly scoured surfaces have been patched but there is still much work to be done to make this area safe for pedestrians and road users.

MOULTON SCHOOL – the Council continues to support the Head Teacher and Governors in their negotiations with the Local Authority concerning the planned expansion, although a time scale has not yet been agreed.  Off road parking, and the management of congestion outside the school, and a walkable link to Kentford village still needs to addressed.  The Council is working with adjoining land owners, Kentford Parish Council and parents to find a safe solution, and will continue to press the County Council to acknowledge that parents cannot be encouraged not to use their cars for the school run, until a safe walkable route is provided
VILLAGE MAINTENANCE – the Council is very grateful to Douglas James, who continues to maintain the village to an exceptionally high standard including the village green and playing field.   There was a programme of pitch maintenance following advice from the Football Association, and Richard James must also be thanked for his considerable help, and the specialist equipment loaned by Cheveley Park Stud.  

· Play Area - the equipment is checked on a weekly basis and undergoes an annual safety audit. The Council is considering a further upgrade, and thanks to a generous donation by C Cllr Robin Millar a modern seesaw will soon replace the old one.  Further grant aid must be procured before we can proceed with the purchase and installation of a timber cableway. 
· Playing Field – with the help of a generous donation from District Cllr Roger Dicker the Village Hall Committee will be purchasing freestanding rollaway goals, so that wear on the pitch is reduced between matches. 
· River Bank – the Council continues to manage the banks in an effort to prevent flooding and encourage wild life. 
· Packhorse Bridge – in the autumn English Heritage started the much needed remedial work to the flintwork and finally at the end of March the repairs were completed.
· Dog Fouling - is still a major problem and owners are urged to clear up after their dogs – bags are available free of charge from the PO Stores. 
· Moulton Village Spring Clean 2017 – took place on 25th March and a huge quantity of rubbish was collected.  Your participation at this and at other clean up days, along with help to maintain the village hall, and play equipment, and the colourful planting schemes is appreciated.  
· Tree planting - the ash trees around the playing field have been removed and in conjunction with a bequest from the Wiggins family the Council carried out a considerable amount of new tree planting around the playing field. In addition, a red oak tree was donated.  Memorial plaques will be erected in the memory of Brian and Jenny Wiggins and Brian Gray.
· The Village Green– an enquiry from the owner of one of the cottages on Brookside put in doubt the legality of the historic rights of vehicle access afforded property owners around the Village Green.  Following extensive research and legal advice it had been established that the 1895 Byelaw gives restricted access to property owners.  The Council is currently obtaining a clear title from the Land Registry and will clarify the terms and responsibility for maintenance of the tracks.
FINANCE 2017/18 - the parish precept was increased to £36,500.00 so that the Council may continue to build up working reserves to cover future unexpected calls on village finances, and plan for an upgrade to the play area, and the on-going cost of maintaining the village green, playing field and open spaces.  

